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INTRODUCTION: 

The Master of Arts in Applied History and 
Public Humanities: Goals and Guidelines 

The degree’s name, Master of Arts in Applied History and Public Humanities, reflects the 
combined nature of the program. The core of the degree is in the History department, integrated 
with the graduate Certificate in Public Humanities, led by the Institute for Human Science and 
Culture at UA’s Center for the History of Psychology. The coursework is interdisciplinary, 
combining content and experiential learning. The degree prepares students with the practical 
skills and content knowledge needed for a variety of careers in museums, archives, education, 
non-profit, research, and other areas, or further professional study. 
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ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

Students applying for admission to the M.A. program must hold a bachelor’s degree from an 
accredited college or university, with a minimum undergraduate grade point average of 3.0. 
Applicants without a history major or significant undergraduate coursework in history will be 
considered, provided they show evidence of the ability to engage in research and writing. 

An application to the M.A. program consists of the following: 

1. An application form.
2. A letter of intent.
3. A writing sample.
4. Three letters of recommendation.
5. Applicants whose native language is not English must also score at least 550 on the Test

of English as a Written Language (TOEFL), at least 240 on the Test of English as a
Spoken Language (TSE) and take the Test of Written English (TWE).

The applicant must submit all application materials online to the Graduate School online 
application platform. To access it, visit https://www.uakron.edu/graduate/admissions/apply. 

The Graduate Committee may grant provisional admission to applicants whose 
qualifications do not warrant full admission but whose academic records indicate promise of 
successful performance. When these students have completed 15 semester credits with a 3.0 
average or better, the Director of Graduate Studies will petition the Graduate School to grant 
full admission. 

Students whose undergraduate work falls well below the minimum standards of admissions 
but who believe they have the ability and ambition for graduate work may demonstrate their 
capability by taking upper-level undergraduate courses. As post-baccalaureate students, they 
may apply for Provisional Admission after having 0 



PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS 

Field 1: Public History 
Field 2: Thematic History: Conflict and Memory or Media and History 
Field 3: Public Humanities Thematic Cluster 

REQUIRED COURSES CREDITS 
Historiography (HIST:689) 3 
Capstone: Graduate Research Seminar (HIST:601) 
(Public History Project or Option Paper; both count for Capstone for 
Public Humanities) 4 
Field 1: Public History 
Foundations of Museums & Archives I 
(IHSC:501) (Also counts towards Certificate) 3 
Foundations of Museums & Archives II 
(IHSC:502) (Also counts towards Certificate) 3 
Reading Seminar in American History (HIST:666 or 
669) (CountPᜀ℀



Students must past a written examination in the first two fields (see “Comprehensive 
Examinations,” section). Students must achieve a GPA of 3.0 in courses taken to satisfy the 
third-field requirement. 

Sample Program of Study (Full Time) 

3 credits 
4 credits 
3 credits 
10 credits 

3 credits 
4 credits 
3 credits 
10 credits 

4 credits 
3 credits 
4 credits 
11 credits 

Year 1: Fall 
Foundations of Museums & Archives I (IHSC:501) 
Reading Seminar in Public History: (HIST:669) 
Historiography (HIST:689) 
Total 

Year 1: Spring 
Foundations of Museums & Archives II (IHSC:502) 
Reading Seminar, Conflict and Memory (HIST:6xx) 
Public Humanities Thematic Cluster (1 of 2) Total 

Year 2: Fall 
Reading Seminar, Media and History (HIST:6xx) 
Public Humanities Thematic Cluster (2 of 2) 
Research Seminar (HIST:601) 
Total 

TOTAL 
31 credits 

COURSE WORK 

Seminars 

The seminar is the core of graduate education. In these 600-level courses, participants study 
and master the analytical and research skills of historical scholarship in small groups of 
graduate students and faculty. There are two types of seminars in the History department. 
The Graduate Reading Seminar emphasizes the historiography of a particular topic or era; 
they focus on Historiography, Applied History, as well as content organized around the 
themes of Conflict and Memory, or Media and History. The Graduate Research Seminar 
emphasizes a public history project or Option Paper, both requiring original research. 
Students should expect similar work from other departments offering courses for the degree. 

Five-hundred-level Courses 

These courses are often taught in conjunction with advanced undergraduate (400-level) 
courses. Although M.A. students attend classes with the undergraduates, they are usually 
required to do more work and work of substantially higher quality. Examples of the more 



rigorous requirements for graduate students include a greater reading load and additional 
research and writing. Many faculty also periodically meet separately with the graduate students 
in tutorial sessions. 

GRADES 

All graduate students must maintain a minimum 3.0 average. Those students whose GPA falls 
below 3.25 will not be considered to be making satisfactory progress toward the degree. Any 
student whose grade-point average falls below 3.0 is no longer in good standing with the 
Graduate School and will be placed on academic probation. Such a student must raise their 
GPA to 3.0 within two semesters of full-time academic work (or 15 hours) or face expulsion 
from the M.A. program. 

The Dean of the Graduate School, with the approval of the Chair of the History Department, 
may dismiss any student who accumulates six hours of C+ work or below. Four hours of “F” 
entails automatic dismissal. Students dismissed from the Graduate School may not be 
readmitted for one calendar year. Readmission to the Graduate School will be granted only 
upon presentation of strong evidence of improved performance. 

The grade of I (Incomplete) may be given when the student cannot complete the work required 
in a course within the semester. An incomplete must be completed during the next semester the 



CULMINATING EXPERIENCE: 
PUBLIC HISTORY PROJECT OR OPTION PAPER 

All students enroll in the Graduate Research Seminar where they will complete an applied 
public history project (working with an organization), or a research paper, called an option 
paper. The projects will 






